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Singers' biographies 
 

 

Natalia Hope Honan  
  

Natalia has participated in the Loreto Kirribilli School Choir 

2012 – 2017. 

  

Natalia has also a member of the Loreto Kirribilli selective 

choir group “Petite Voices” – 2017. 

  

Natalia has been chosen for solo performances in a number of 

Loreto Kirribilli School assemblies.  

  

Natalia performed in the GoBravo Showcase 2016. 

  

Natalia is at present preparing for Grade 2 singing exams and 

has achieved an “A” in her Grade1 exam. 

 

 

Alex Chorley 
 

16 year old Alex Chorley is a music scholarship holder (vocal) 

at St. Andrew's Cathedral School where he is in year 11. He 

has appeared in 3 seasons with Opera Australia in "The Magic 

Flute", "Turandot" and "A Midsummer Night's Dream". Alex 

played Michael Banks in Disney's "Mary Poppins", "Under 

Milk Wood" with the Sydney Theatre Company, "Cat on a Hot 

Tin Roof" with the Belvoir Street Theatre, and 3 seasons of 

pantomime. He is the winner of numerous prizes and 

scholarships for singing and acting including 18 gold medals at 

the prestigious Sydney Eisteddfod, and was a semi-finalist in 

the NSW Young Achiever Awards for 2016. He passed AMEB 

Certificate of Performance singing with Honours and Grade 8 

Drama and performance with distinction. Alex hopes to study singing and acting full time in 

the future. Away from music, Alex enjoys writing experimental music and making his own 

short films. 

 

 

 

  



Alanna Manfredini 

 

Alanna started playing piano when she was 4, and placed 

second in a Redlands Junior school piano competition. Recently 

she won 3 Highly Commended awards in the Open and under 

18s sections in the Ryde Eisteddfod. In 2016, she completed her 

Certificate of Performance (CMus) in Piano.  

Alanna started playing the violoncello when she was 8-year-old 

and is currently studying for her seventh-grade AMEB. She was 

a member of the Neutral Bay Chamber Orchestra which was 

selected as a Special Item in the Festival of Instrumental Music 

at the Sydney Opera House.  She is a leader in the Manly 

Selective Chamber and String Ensemble. 

At age 11, Alanna started singing lessons with Cheryl Oxley and has since won three Highly 

Commended Awards at the Northern Beaches Eisteddfod. She has had a minor role in Manly 

Selective’s productions of Miss Saigon, Beauty and the Beast and Evita and was in the chorus 

of My Fair Lady. While at Manly Selective, she performs as a solo vocalist with the school’s 

Jazz Band.  

Alanna is currently studying at NBSC Manly Selective Campus with conductors Elizabeth 

Scott, Brian Buggy, Craig Driscoll and performs with bands conducted by Mark Brown. She 

continues her vocal studies with Cheryl Oxley.  

 

Andrew Waldin 
 

Andrew began his learning the trumpet. He moved to St 

Andrews Cathedral School, and began singing. He joined the 

Cathedral Choristers and then started to sing in services and 

weddings. Andrew's biggest achievement came about a few 

years ago when he sang in an ensemble for a studio recording. 

He plans to finish the HSC and study musical theatre or music 

performance and then go overseas to either London or New 

York. There he plans to pursue a post-graduate degree and then 

hopefully find some work. 

His interests outside of music centre around his involvement in 

the school's basketball program. Playing in some of the top 

teams the school has to offer has taught Andrew some valuable lessons which stand him in 

good stead for music as well as later life. 

One thing nobody knows about me is that he used to be completely tone-deaf (I couldn't sing 

at all). 

 

 

 

 

  



Justin Chen 
 

Justin Chen is an Australian-born classically trained singer, viola 

and violin player. He is currently a Music Scholar at St Andrew’s 

Cathedral school. Justin has been undertaking vocal tuition from 

Mr. Tim Collins since 2014. 

Justin is a winner of various music awards, he was a recipient of 

several prizes including first places in various eisteddfodau 

across Classical Vocal and various Instrumental solo sections. 

Justin has achieved Grade 8 AMEB Classical Singing Exam in 

2016. 

He performed with Opera Australia between 2014-2016 singing 

the role of the Second Spirit in the Magic Flute by Mozart for 

two seasons. He was also part of the Opera Australia Children’s 

Chorus for Puccini’s Turandot. 

He aspires to be an international professional singer, composer, a 

violist and violinist. After music, Justin loves to read, playing 

sports, bike riding with friends and going to the local beaches. 

Justin is a fan of Japanese animated movies. 

 

William Rogut 
 

16 year old baritone, William Rogut is from Summer Hill, and 

studied at Sydney Grammar, before being awarded a vocal 

scholarship in Year 6 to study singing. He recently moved to St 

Andrew’s Cathedral School. In fact, William is one of 5 young 

men representing St Andrew’s in the Finals. He currently studies 

with Koen Van Stade. William sings with various school choirs 

and ensembles, and has performed in various musical 

productions. He is currently performing as Troy Bolton in PLC 

Sydney’s production of 'High School Musical'. William is in Year 

11 and studies elective Music 1, and is also a gifted athlete and 

rower. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Open section 
 

Tessa Hayward 

 

Tessa Hayward holds a Post-Graduate Diploma of Opera and 

Bachelor of Music in Voice from the Queensland Conservatorium. 

She was a finalist in the Dame Joan Sutherland National Memorial 

Scholarship at the Sydney Eisteddfod and also made the finals of 

Sydney Eisteddfod Opera Awards. Tessa was also a finalist for the 

Dame Joan Sutherland Prize Federation of Arts in 2015. At The 

Queensland Conservatorium of Music she performed The Queen 

of the Night from Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte, La converse in 

Puccini’s Suor Angelica and the role of Night in an abridged 

version of Purcell’s The Fairy Queen. Masterclasses with artists 

including Cheryl Baker, José Carbó, Roy Howard, Joseph Ward 

and Susan Waters have complemented her training. Tessa 

supported Jessica Mauboy, with the Brisbane Excelsior Brass 

Band  for the Roma Street Parklands Concert. Recently she sang in recital, accompanied by 

Sharolyn Kimmorley. Her dream is sing at the Metropolitan Opera House.  

 

 

 

 

 

Olivia Oxley 

 

From a young age, home was always where music was for Olivia. 

With two opera singing parents and an older brother, she fell in 

love with performing. Throughout her schooling, Olivia was a 

featured soloist singer at the Sydney Opera House, Chatswood 

Concourse and Town Hall. More recently Olivia was in Opera 

New England’s production of Susannah and La Traviata and 

Operantic’s Mansfield Park, as the understudy of the lead role of 

Fanny Price. She was a featured soloist in Cantata 29 by Bach at 

St Andrew’s Cathedral, accompanied by the Cathedral Orchestra. 

She also was soloist at Grace City Church’s Carols in the Park in 

Green Square and Carols In The Park - Lane Cove West. Olivia 

achieved her AMus certificate in singing through AMEB at the end of 2016. This year Olivia 

will continue studying music at AIM, studying for a Bachelor of Music Performance in 

classical voice. 

 

 

Adjudicators' biographies 
 

Ghillian Sullivan 

 

http://www.ghilliansullivan.com/Biography.html 

 

In a career spanning some 25 years, soprano Ghillian Sullivan has sung more than over 40 

leading roles from the lyric coloratura repertoire both here and overseas.  After her return to 



Australia, she performed as the leading soprano guest artist with Opera Australia and other 

opera companies and orchestras for more than 15 years.  

 

Her repertoire includes some of the world’s greatest operas, including La Traviata, the 

Pearlfishers, The Elixir of Love, Die Fledermaus, Faust, The Summer of the 17th 

Doll and Lucia di Lammermoor, and many Gilbert and Sullivan soprano roles. 

 

Dr Rowena Cowley 
 

http://sydney.edu.au/music/staff-profiles/rowena.cowley.php 

 

As a soprano, Rowena has appeared as soloist for Australia's foremost music organisations 

including the ABC, the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, Sydney Philharmonia Choirs, the Song 

Company, the Australia Ensemble, Synergy and Musica Viva. Dr Cowley has performed at 

the Adelaide, New Zealand and Sydney Festivals, as well as giving recitals in the United 

States. Recent performances include a national broadcast with acclaimed pianist Gerard 

Willems and concerts featuring the music of Maurice Ravel and Benjamin Britten. 

 

Dr Cowley is a senior lecturer in Voice and Opera at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music 

whose students include many finalists and winners in major competitions and young artists at 

Opera Australia, the San Francisco Opera and the Royal Opera, Covent Garden. 

 

Bradley Gilchrist  
 

Bradley is an in-demand piano accompanist and vocal coach. Trained in Perth, Sydney and 

Madrid, Bradley has performed numerous piano concerti in Australia, South Korea, Japan, 

Spain, Italy and the U.K and has three live ABC live solo broadcast credits for the Young 

Australia programme.  Bradley has won prizes for piano accompaniment at the Mietta Song 

Competition and National Liederfest. Bradley was head of performing arts at Loreto 

Nedlands, and is an enthusiastic music educator. Bradley is both an opera and ballet 

repetiteur and has worked for Sydney Dance Company, Chrissie Parrot Dance Company, 

National Ballet of South Korea as well as WA Opera and Opera Australia. Bradley has 

played in major musical theatre shows in Melbourne, Sydney, Perth and across New Zealand. 

He is an experienced conductor of community choirs and is currently pursuing a career in 

opera conducting. 

 

Lenore Robertson 

Lenore is presently a board member of Griffin Theatre Company and Milk Crate Theatre 

Company. The former Artistic Director of Epicentre Theatre Company, Lenore has directed 

multiple pieces for the company including Daylight Saving, Harbour, Money and Friends 

and Midnite. For Nautanki Theatre, she directed the premiere of Indian Embrace as well 

as Last Dance at Dum Dum. In schools, she co-directed A Few Good Men and A Beautiful 

Life (Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview).  Originally a singer, she has performed over the 

years with numerous companies including Willoughby Theatre Company, Chatswood 

Musical Society, the Dougherty Entertainers and Soulfood. She has also devised concerts for 

Senior Citizens and University students. Lenore was the inaugural Festival Director of Short 

+Sweet Voices.  

 



Maryanne Sansom, our Welsh language specialist. Maryanne, who is Secretary of 

Cymdeithas Cymry Sydney, Sydney Welsh Society, holds an Honours Degree from Sydney 

University in Modern Languages, She also has Diplomas in Education, in Linguistics and in 

Teaching English to Speakers of other Languages. Maryanne has spent a 35-year career 

teaching Modern Greek, Italian, French, Japanese and English as a Second Language in 

disadvantaged State Schools.  She admits she has always had an addiction to language, while 

Welsh is her “latest passion.” 

 

Accompanists 
 

Viet-Anh Nguyen  
http://www.vanleuciamusic.com/about-us 

 

Cheryl Oxley 
http://gobravomusicacademy.com/portfolio_page/meet-cheryl/ 

 

 


